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Poetry Analysis
In poetry, enjambment is when a line in a poem is added over a line break to make it a sentence. It creates ambiguity of meaning hence highlighting polysemy. A polysemous word is one that has more than one meaning. In the poem “Of time and the Line” by Charles Bernstein, there are several lines which have polysemous. The line “The prestige of the iambic line has recently suffered decline” highlights the polysemy in the word “suffered.” In one sense the word means to be affected by something. It can mean the line was recently affected by the decline. In addition, the word “suffered” can also mean getting sick. The prestige of iambic line got sick recently because of the decline or the decline made the iambic line sick. The first positive line makes sense but after enjambment the line does not seem to make sense. 
On the other hand, we discover that “father” in the line “My father pushed a line of ladies' dresses” is another polysemous word.  “Father” can mean a dad or a priest. “Pushed is also another polysemous word which can mean to sell aggressively or to shove ladies’ dresses. A dad who aggressively sells ladies’ dresses or a priest who literary pushes a line of ladies’ dresses down the street may be to customers or the needy ladies. The word “abandoned” also causes ambiguity due to its polysemy. It would mean left alone, neglected, forsaken or dumped. Like the Maoist lines have been dumped for the East-West line malarkey. However, the Maoist lines have been neglected or left alone, such that no one is concerned about them. The word can also show a high degree of desperation if it was a person in the case whereby, despite being put forward by Chairman, it is abandoned. In the poem there are many other words that are polysemous in nature and can cause ambiguity. 
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